Mammen Family Public Library
Monthly Report & October 2024 Activities
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Programm ing, Outreach and Community Collaboration

Adult Programs (Hannah Johnson , Hanna Stratton , Sophia Bard )

In September, the business of August continued! We saw a larg e increase in attendance
compared to last year. This September our adult programs had a total attendance of 941,
which was up 45% compared to our attendance in September 2023.

This September, we had a busy month of programming! In Se ptember, we welcomed back our
language programs. The languages meet weekly and have been quite popular! French and
Italian have both a beginner and conversational class. The level 1 Italian group quickly filled up

and has continued to be a full class.

We a Iso welcomed back the Cookbook & Potluck Club.

Despite taking the summer off this group came back
bigger! With 20 attendees bringing over 24 dishes, a fun
and delicious time was had by all.

In September, we also hosted an Arts & Crafts Supply
Swap. We w elcomed attendees to bring their own art &
craft supplies they no longer needed and to take
something new to them home! We had tons of art &
craft supplies donated for this event and most of it found a new
home.

We hosted our second Jigsaw Puzzle Compet ition with the winning
team finishing in just over 20 minutes! We are looking forward to
continuing these as a quarterly program. We also partnered with

the League of Women Voters Comal Area(LWVCA) to host a
National Voter Registration Day Celebration. The LWVCA worked
with the Comal County Elections office to have a voting machine
available for demonstration. THe LWVCA provided nonpartisan
election information and registered voters.

Craig Bruska with the National
Plant Society of Texas Lindheimer
chapter taught about native plant
seed collection, cleaning, and
storage in preparation for the launch of our Seed Library.
Attendees also got a hands -on opportunity to clean and
prepare a few types of native seeds to take home!




Outreach (Stephanie Emerson)

September was a great month for easing into fall schedules . If only the tempatures would
cooperate!  This month, we served a total of 154 community members directly and many more
through books and materials.

BOOK CLUB: Books & Bites this month read First Lie Winsby Ashley Elston. The book was about
a con artist named, Evie.  Conversation scentered aroundt he main idea of being "morally gray"
and what that mean s to not only the character, but how it can be interpreted and
misinterpreted.  For the bite, Gina brought brownie bites . There were 9 participants in addition
to library staff.

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

The hallway in
September was graced
with the wonderfully

creative art of the  Art
for Kids program here at

the library. This was a
wildly  creative and

wonderful display with

an animal portrait

theme! Huge thank
you to the artists for
letting us show their
work.

The Homebound Delivery Program  currently has 5 patrons on our route. In September , we had
3 active r eaders and delivered a total of 8 books

At Bulverde Assisted Living (BAL), 17 books and 1 Kindle Pap erwhite were checked out between
the 2 residents that are avid readers , while the large print —
borrowing bookshelf continues to be utilized regularly . We
also continue to rotate 300 piece puzzles and deliver
donated magazines to one of the residents.

Lobby stops at the Highlander Senior Village have 5 regular

patrons that attend. Between those 5 patrons we had 16
books and 3 Kindle Paperwhite devices checked out forthe
month .

YOUTH OUTREACH:

The September visit to SJRCwas all about the brain break.
We brought small notebooks and Washi tape for their
creativity to shine through. A few checked out books and
most of all, fun was had by all!




SHARE Center storytime had a full
house. Javier read This is not my Hat,
Anna Cultiva Manzanas , and then
we all read along with a board book,
Bear has a Belly. There were
Outreach manipulative toys for free
play afterwards.

Sanctuary of Hope baby and toddler
storytimes have been combined
back into one starting this month .
Most of the 0babyeas
old or very close to it. After the first of
the year, we will consider  splitting into

two separate times to accommodate  for the number of pre -k aged children. Storytime
included a couple of books read by Montana and one board book read as agroup . The Lego
stamping bookmark craft was a hit and

mo mo s hel ped those tod
themselves. There is one new resident.

Pop-up Library in the park in September was
the really windy sto ryt i me waways e g
come to expect! It was National Read a
Book day so after several stories, songs and
activities with the egg shakers and scarves,
we had a selection of give away books for
each child to h ave. It was a really nice turn
out with 11 parents and 11 children.

With school back in s ession, the Comal ISD
Pre-K storytime visits have resumed. At Specht Elementary,
Montana read 2 books, led the children in son gs and at the end,
they made a L ego stamped bookmark.  Such a delightful group
of children!




OUTREACH COLLECTIONS:

1 The giveaway collections, consisting of chi | drends books and a few bi
continue to reach the community at Provisions Food Bank , Helping Hands Food Bank a nd Acacia
Medical Mission.

1 The Large Print Trekker Collection continues to expand and circulate . In September , we added
new titles and a new author. We now have a total Trekker collection count of 256 large print
books available to circulate  amongst the variou s stops for large print users.

1 The Kindle Paperwhite devices saw 4 of the 5 checked out for the entirely of the month. New
additions were made to the selection of books in September . The available total now sits at 188
titles.

LITTLE FREFEBRARIE$BOOKCASES.

1 Books by the Bundle program now has 4 patrons signed up and 1 r equest for a bundle in
September.

i Lttle Fee Library , bookcase restocking and prize give away books combined were at 214 books
placed in September

1 LFL maintenance has begun. The Jumbo Evans location has been removed and repairs are
almost complete . The new and improved LFL will be sporting a new roof, door with top hinges
instead of side , and new barn themed features and paint . The Faithville location will also have
anew roof very soont hanks to our Makerspace staff and the Glo  wforge machine!
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OTHER NEWSJavier and | set up a n Outreach table at Provisions Food Pantry for a couple of
hours one Tuesday morning this month. We let community members know about the resources
and programs available at the Library  for children and adults . Answered a few questions and
signed up a new patron!



Makerspace (Lindy Hargrave, Marc Dunlap )

September in the Makerspace included, most notably, our first Zing engraver lecture! We are

still smoothing out the process for cutting on the Zing but we can successfully and easily engrave
and so can our patrons.

I n the veimtmnofveoMakegrd we al so hosted Gl owforge, Cri
and a Cricut lab. Teens and adults both got to make some super neat Instagram Photo frames
featuring two layer clear acrylic engravings housed in draft board frames.

We also hosted o ur first monthly Maker Social dit was a small turn -out of one, but it was a great

start to hopefully building a community of creative makers. On that note, while we had a good

number of new people come to our Explore the Makerspaces programs, we have been

discussing how we can encourage our MKS  -Patrons to come in and work on their own personal

projects (over just coming to classes or seeing what we have). So, we have transitioned the

OExpl ore the Makerspaced program t o 0OpefirstSatuikdayr Ho u
Makerspace tour for folks who are new to the Makerspace. We hope that having a better

defined time for Patrons to come in and work on their own special projects will increase the

overall use of the great stuff we have to offer here in the MKS!

The Photo 101 series was a hit this time around, with most classes having 7 attendees! There was
also a lot of class participation and interest in the photography equipment we have here at the

library. As we continue to get more and more organized w e hope to have some of the
photography as well as other equipment made ready for DIY -certified Check -out . We
been privileged to offer a helping hand with the Li
our own displa y improvements around the M akerspace.
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